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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 5385 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, ETRN, BE, UR 

SUBJECT: ROME AIRPORT INCIDENT 

REF: STATE 185872 

EMBOFF BRIEFED FONOFF ACTING DIRECTOR MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS 
SEPTEMBER 21 PER REFTEL. ACTING DIRECTOR SAID BELGIAN 
DELEGATION IN ROME HAD NOT YET RESPONDED TO INSTRUCTIONS 
RE STRELA MISSILE INCIDENT (BRUSSELS 5259), HE ADDED THAT ON 
SEPTEMBER 14 FONOFF DIRGEN FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
HAD EXPRESSED TO SOVIET AMBASSADOR SERIOUS BELGIAN CONCERN 
OVER TERRORIST POSSESSION SUCH SOPHISTICATED WEAPON AND ASKED 
FOR STATEMENT OF SOVIET POSITION. AMBASSADOR SAID HE WOULD 
HAVE TO REFER TO MOSCOW FOR INSTRUCTIONS. STRAUSZ-HUPE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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